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His views on the family and upon social sympathy are in them- 
selves consistent and rational, but they only go to show how skil- 
fully eugenics has to shy around its own logic. 

It is deeply to be regretted that a book of this kind, put out to 
popularize the subject and to educate the public to the thought of 
eugenics, should not have been written in a more balanced manner ; 
it is possible for a book to be popular and yet scientific, but this one 
is certainly not the latter. 

The book contains a suggestive bibliography and a good index. 

A. B. Wolfe 



The Dualism of Fact and Idea in Its Social Implications. By 
Ernest Linn Talbert. Chicago: The University of 
Chicago Press, 1910. 50 cents. 
This monograph by Dr. Talbert criticizes the social philosophy 
of Hegel and Marx in the light of functional logic and psychology. 
Dr. Talbert has no difficulty in showing that both of these social 
philosophies are quite out of accord with what we know now of 
human nature and human society. In both, as he shows, a false 
emphasis, upon the idea, in the case of Hegel, upon economic facts, 
in the case of Marx, has lead to the distorting of their theories of 
social evolution. Because both Marx and Hegel fail to take a 
functional view, their systems are in both cases fatalistic. Both 
are also absolutistic, revolutionary, and one-sided. Dr. Talbert 
especially has no difficulty in showing that Marx's idea of the rigid 
determination of social evolution by inevitable economic forces in 
a foreseen direction has no scientific foundation, and that the whole 
theory is due to the over-abstraction of the economic from the 
complex of mutual conditioning forces in the social life. Many of 
the things which Dr. Talbert says in criticism of Marx's social 
philosophy have, of course, already been said by Marx's other critics, 
and it is doubtful if the principles of functional logic which Dr. 
Talbert rests his case upon add any force to his criticism. Never- 
theless, the monograph is a valuable one, and should be read not 
only by all open-minded socialists who are looking for possible 
fallacies in Marx's theories, but also by all sociologists who are 
interested in the development of a scientific method which con- 
forms to the principles of modern logic, and is adequate to deal 
with the problems of social organizations and evolution. 

C. A. E. 



